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Licensing Spotlight

MICHAEL NICHOLSON BRINGS US AN EXCLUSIVE REPORT FROM POPPLESTON ALLEN'S LICENSING SEMINAR IN JULY, WHERE A
(LOOMY PICTURE WAS PAINTED BUT SOME NIFTY ADVICE WAS GIVEN...

ICTURED FROM TOP DOWN: Clare Eames;
imes Rankin; James Anderson

In light of the increasingly draconian licensing enforcement
methods being employed in London and the rest of the
UK, a crack team of Poppleston Allen partners convened
suitably in Browns Courtroom, Covent Garden to shed
light on an area of the industry drastically redirected by the
Licensing Act 2003. Joined by leading licensing barrister
James Rankin, the team addressed an audience made

up of operators and press at the free Tackling Licensing
Enforcement Seminar on 9 July, to paint an honest picture
of the real challenges faced by those in the on-trade.
Introduced by partner Clare Eames, who illustrated the
“significant increase in enforcement activity” by revealing
a 1000% rise in business for the firm in recent years, since
the introduction of the Licensing Act 2003. She pointed
out that the issues, although perhaps intensified by the
density of population in London, are not just confined to
the headline grabbing capital, but are prevalent throughout
the country,

“Gloomy, rainy day. Gloomy, rainy headlines. And I'm
not, I'm afraid, going to be able to lift the spirits, and it's
not my job to lift the spirits. It is my job to tell you that
the world that that you all occupy now, has changed and
altered beyond recognition,” said James Rankin by way of
his introduction,

Before reciting some recent cases that seemed to
dumfound an already shell-shocked audience, Rankin went
some way to finding the light at the end of long and dark
tunnel by revealing, “what's happening with licensing, it’s
cyclical”. He's seen licensing travel from the “get down on
your knees to get a license” trend of the ‘80s, through the
liberal approach of the late and mid ‘905 up to the often-
tiresome methods currently seen throughout the trade.

To illustrate the present state, he cited a case in which
a small restaurant in Soho, run by two Italians in their
late sixties, who are licensed to sell food 24 hours a day
and alcohol until 2am, sold two bottles of beer to two
enforcement officers at 3am. A wrong doing no doubt, but
it is the severity of the fine they received for a relatively
small breach of their license that shows the current
approach to licensing. The fine was a monstrous £10,000.

“Thi
other than try and adapt our procedures,” concluded

s is the new world about which we can do nothing

Rankin, before handing over to fellow Poppleston Allen
partner James Anderson, who attempted to guide operators

on how to best deal with such heavy handed tactics.

“Operators have to try and trade in harmony with
their environment; if it means taking a deep breath and
inviting the very nasty ‘Mirs Biggins’ from next door, into
your premises for a coffee and a chat, then that's what you
should be doing,” explained Anderson,

He went on to emphasise the need for operators to
“get to the end of the enforcement queue”, explaining
that whilst “doing the easy things right” and “keeping a
low profile” wouldn't change the law, it would reduce the
chances of having to deal with those keenly enforcing it.
Some of the simple things that he recommended were:
attending local Pubwatch meetings; keeping records of
complaints/incidents; using registered door staff; and if
CCTV is installed, make sure it is working,

Noise, mainly from customers outside premises, was
flagged up as “probably the biggest enforcement issue”
and should be paid particular attention, with the avenue o
appeal against Noise Abatement Notices considered as a
realistic option.

The seminar concluded with a “don’t give up” message
and a reiteration of James Rankin's earlier point that what
is happening with licensing is cyclical and that eventually
someone in central Government will appreciate that the
vast majority of pubs and bars are well run and contribute
considerably to the economy and social landscape. B




